
THE WALKER IN LET THE GREAT

Let the Great World Spin is a novel by Colum McCann set mainly in New York City in the United On the way to Claire's
apartment, one of the women saw the tightrope walker and was shaken due to the fact that it reminded her of her son.

This wire, he knows, This is only one of She says that there are helicopters She reveals that she didn't know
how to react to the officer who came to inform them of their son's death and instead just smiled and thanked
him, unable to do anything else. She drives to the address on Corrigan's license and enters his apartment,
where she finds Adelita and Ciaran, cleaning up the apartment. Much to his The same day, Claire, a woman
from a very wealthy southern family who lives on the Upper East Side, hosts a gathering for a group of
mothers who have lost children in the Vietnam war. Jazzlyn is killed instantly, and Corrigan is left so badly
injured that the paramedics initially believe him to be dead. Claire then takes Gloria home in a taxi; when they
reach their destination, they see two young children being led away by a social worker. She flips through the
pages, looking for anything about a car crash on the She says that there are helicopters Compton speaks to the
man through a microphone, asking him questions about the tightrope walker. This comes into direct conflict
with the vows of chastity he took as a teenager and his sworn devotion to God, and he struggles to reconcile
these beliefs with his love for Adelita. It is as long as a city block. Themes[ edit ] Throughout the book, the
author weaves the stories of each of the protagonists through the central events of the story, exploring the
personal impact that these events had on the lives on each individual character. She tells them that the
tightrope walker has walked back and forth six or seven times. On the way to Claire's apartment, one of the
women saw the tightrope walker and was shaken due to the fact that it reminded her of her son, expressing the
belief that it was her son coming back to see her. She returns Corrigan's belongings to his brother, and asks if
she can accompany them to Jazzlyn's funeral. The following day - August 7, , the day of Philipe Petit's
tightrope walk - Corrigan asks Ciaran to take over his shift at the nursing home for the day while he goes to
pick up Jazzlyn from court after her acquittal. He would go to Meanwhile, Corrigan is rushed to a hospital and
survives long enough for Adelita and Ciaran to make it to his bedside, where he tells Adelita that he had "seen
something beautiful" before he finally passes away. It is Claire is greatly upset by this but cannot figure out
why, eventually realizing that she resents the idea that someone would be so flippant about their own personal
safety, showing so little disregard for their life when their sons were forced to give up their own without a
choice. The two eventually end up going out to a bar, where Ciaran tells her about his brother. He misses it by
the smallest margin, noticing people leaning out So richly and deeply are McCann's various characters drawn
that one finally must marvel at how much he accomplishes in his pages i.


